Walton Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Walton Parish Council for the year ended 31
March 2024 has besn completed and the accounts have been
published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor's
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any
local government elector of the area of Walten Parish Council on
application to:
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3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
payment of £_5 ~(c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) QET@RNMH y U—T’JRKI’ ﬁf’O
24 SeffembER 2p21t

Date of announcement: (g}

Noles

This notice and Sections 1,2& 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include piebilcation on the
smalier autbority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long lo publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
axtotnal auditor feport must he
publicly svallable for § years,

{a} Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local governiment elactors shauld
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b} Insert the hours during which
inspection fghts may be
exarcised

{c} Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d} Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e} Insert the date of placing of the
notice
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of;

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We canfirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

Agreed”

No* 'Yes' tmeans that this authorly:

1. We have put in place arrangemants for effective financial
management during the yaar, and for tha praparation of
the accounting stelements.

2, We maintained an adequate system of internal control
Inchading measures dasigned to prevent and deteot fraud
and carruption end reviewed its effectiveness.

prepared iis sccounting statsments In accordance
with ffie Accounts and Audlf Regulations.

tnade proper arvangements and ecoepted responsibilty
for safsguarding the publio monsy and resources in
Hs charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assurs ourselves
that thare are na mattara of actual or potential
non-compliance wilh laws, regulations and Proper
Practicas that could hava a sigrificant financlal effect
an tha ability of this authority to conduct fts
business or manage s finances.

4, We provided proper opperiunity during the year for
the exervise of elactors’ rights in accordance with the
reguirerments of the Accounts and Audii Regulations.

. We carrled out an assesgment of the risks facing this
authorily and took approprate steps to manane those
Haks, Including the introduction of intemal controls andfer
external insurance cover whare raquired,

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effectiva systam of Intemal audlt of the accounting
records and control systems.,

7. We took appropriate actlon on all matters ralsed
In raports from internal and exiernal audit,

8. We consldered whather any litigation, liabliities or
cormmitments, events or transacBons, ocolring either
during or after the year-end, havs & financial Impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statemenis.

9. (For local councls only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capaclty as the sole managing
trustee wa dlscharged owr accountability
rasponsibillties for the fund(s)assets, Including
financlal reporting and, if vequired, independant
axarnination or audlt,

| has only done what it has the legal power fo do and hag
: complied with Proper Praclices In doing so.

1| during the year gave all persons interested the opportumty o
4 inspact and ask yuestions abott this authotlty's accounts,

consldetet and dovumeniad the flnanclal and ofher Hisks if
| faces and dealt with them propenly.

arranged for a compelent person, independant of the financial
controls and provedures, to give an abjsctive view on whether
intarnal conlrols meet the heedy of this smalior authanity.

responded {0 metters brought to He attantion by Intatnal and
oxternal audi,

disctosed everything it should have about fs business activily
duing the year including events iaking place afler the yvear
end if ralovant,

has mef ali of its responsibilitios where, as a body
corporate, i is a sole managing frustea of a local
R frust or lrusls.

*Pleasa provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No’ response and describe
how the authorlty will address the weaknesses idontified. Thege sheets must be published with the Annual
Govorhance Statement.

This Annual Goveornance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chalr and Clerk of the meeting whare
meseting of the authority on: approval was give
e

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3 Page 4 of 6
Local Counclls, Internat Drainage Boards and othar Smaller Authoriies”




Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

Noles and guidance

T e

" 31 March
2024 boxes Manl and repont £0 or Nit-balances. Al figures must
£ agree to undenlying financial records.

Toial balances and reserves af tha baginning of the year
as recorded In the financial revords. Vaiue must agree to
Box 7 of previous year,

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
recaived or recelvable in the year. Exclude any grants
racelved,

Total income or recelpls as recorded in the cashbook lass
tha prevept or ratasflevies received (ine 2). Include any
grants recelved,

Total expenditute or payments made o and on behelf
of all employess. Include gross salarles and wages,
amploysrs NI contribufions, employers pension
contributions, gratuifies and severance paymenis.

Total expendfiure or payments of caplial and Interest
made during the year an the authority's borrowings (if any),

1. Balances brought
forward

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

3. () Total other recelpts

4. () Staff costs

8. (-) Loar interesticapiial
repayments

6. (-) All other payments Tolal expendlfure or payments as recorded In the cash-
book less steff costs {fine 4) and foan intarest/icapital

repaymenis (line 5).

| Total balances and reserves af the end of the year, Must
oqual (1+243) - (4+5+6),

7. (=} Balances carriad
forward

i The sum of all current and daposit bank sccounts, cash
| hoidings and short tarm invesiments held as at 37 March —
To agree with bank reconciliation.

The value of all the propstly the suthorty owns — it s made
up of ali Ns fixed assets and long term Jnvestmonts as at
371 March.

2| The outstanding capital bajance as at 31 Mareh of all foans
from third patties (including PWLE).

8, Total value of cash and
shart term [nvestiments

9. Total fixed nssets plus
long term investments
and asseis

10. Total borrowings

For Local Counclls Only

The Caunchi, as a body corporale, acts as sole trusiee and
& responsibie for managing Trust finds or assets,

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

11h.. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{Including charitable)

The figures In the eccounting statements above
] exciude any Trust fransactions.

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting | [ confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statements in this Annual Govermance and Accountability oved by this authority on this date:
Return have been prepared on elther a recelpls and payments
or ingome and expenditure basis following the guldance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present falrly
the financial posifion of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

presented to the athority for approval
P 4 e\

)
.
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Section 3 Extemai Audatnr s Report and Certificate 2923;24
: L .- Walton Parish Coancil =~ WY0082. = Sl

In respect of -

1 Respect;ve responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

CQur respaonsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review s set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
international Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would, The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a fimited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sactions 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabllity Return in accordance with NAQ Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02} as issued by the NAQ on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAC website — hitps:/Mww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authorlly s responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has 3 sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Returh in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sectians 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountabzllt% Rsturn (AGARY), in our apinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR Is in accordance with Propar Practices and no other matters have come to sur attention giving cause for concen that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been maet,

Cther matters not affecting our opinion which we draw fo the attention of the authority:

In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, the internal auditor has drawn atteation to weaknesses in refation to risk assessment and
publication of documents on the website. The smaller authority must ensure that action Is taken to address these areas of weakness in a timely
manner, '

3 bExternal auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024,

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Sigmature
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all refovant smaller authorities, including tocal
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities,

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act

and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interestad person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. ff you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any rasulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exarcising your rights through their council
tax. ‘

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any Interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited o local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
boois, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents refating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, ot
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) — {10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which i8 protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is Information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed,

When smaller authorities have finishad preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (inciuding cn a website). ‘There must be a 30 working day period, cafied the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you car exerclse your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tall the public, including advertising this on their
webslte, that the accounting records and related documents are avaitable to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smalier authorities’ accounting records are avallable to inspect. This will be 3-14 July
2023 for 2022/23 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
racords and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor quastions ahout the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law,
However, while the auditer will answer your quastions where possible, they are hot always obliged to
do so. For example, the guastion might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or Involve disproportionate cost (which is hore by the local
taxpayer). Give your smalfer authority the oppartunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. if you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time availabla for you formally to ask questions, This must be done in the period for
tha exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as sooh as possivie. The




advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking guestions under the Act. You can ask someoene to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you krow
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item In the accounting records for the financial
year being audited, However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what’ guestions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it Is directly relevant to an ftem
in the accounting records, Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or thare
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local government elector
can ask the exiernal auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or fo issue a report on rmatters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is uniawful, or why
you think that a public Interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, inciuding the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
simaller authority. The nolice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;

why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;

details of any item In the accounts that you think is unlawful; and

detalls of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,

A final word

You may not use this 'right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
autherity. You should take such compiaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Gentre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local faxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be invalved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexafious, or if It repeats an objection already considered. if you appeal to the courts against
an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of aceount is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

- If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed
Eg r;;;zig;a tggzgrgsuﬁagﬁzi?&g ugg;ggshgiﬂg external auditor please .write to th‘e aqdress in
pbliton sty sccont Acukit | BRHER 2 B, B T2
your rights are available from the NAO website. Accountability Return.




